
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Term 4, Week 4 
 27 October 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I would like to thank you for the months of support you have given us as we navigated our way through Learning 
from home.  I can only imagine how hard it was for many of you to do your own work from home while supervising 
the learning of your children or organising care for your children while you went out to work. You were all true 
champions, and I can’t thank you enough!  
 
Now that we are all back at school, I know there is a lot of worry about how things will go. I want to reassure you 
that we have worked hard to ensure that we are providing a safe environment for your children. The following steps 
have been taken and will continue until the Department of Education, under guidance from the Department of 
Health, allow us to ease restrictions. 
 
1. Children will remain in their class groups at all times. Upon arrival at school, children go straight to their classes 

where their teacher is waiting for them. We are minimising the adults who work with them by making ‘bubbles’ 
of people who take them out for breaks, provide breaks for class teachers and work with the students to assess 
their needs and catch up where needed through intensive instruction. We will keep these ‘bubbles’ the same to 
avoid mixing of students and adults whenever possible.  

2. Maintaining strict hygiene routines. Children will be encouraged to wash/sanitise many times throughout the 
day and the increased cleaning protocols are still in place with high touch areas being wiped down during each 
break.  

3. Toileting timetables are in place to limit the interaction of children from different classes in the toilet areas. 
Children will still be allowed to visit the toilet at other times if needed, but we don’t want them all mingling at 
lunch time.  

4. Staggered Break times. K-2 students are going out to play 30 minutes early then coming back into class to have 
their lunch/recess. Students in years 3-6 have their breaks at normal times. This allows us to allocate different 
parts of the playground to different classes to avoid mixing. 

5. Staggered entry and exit. This has been allocated according to surnames. We are trying to avoid large 
gatherings outside the school entry points. Please make every effort to collect your children in the allocated 
time and move away straight away. Please don’t come before your allocated time as this makes it hard for 
others to park and for staff to see who is here to collect their children.  
 

None of these things have made it easy for us and have taken a lot of planning and organisation, but it is important 
that we follow guidelines so that we are keeping children, staff, families and our community as safe as possible. 
Thank you for your understanding. 
 
As the term progresses, we hope that restrictions ease. We are planning COVID safe events for Presentation Day and 
Year 6 Farewell and we will keep you up to date with this as planning progresses. Transition and Orientation to 
school for our new Kindy 2022 students, and our Year 6 students going on to high school, will be modified as 
necessary to suit the guidelines at the time. We are unsure of what will happen with school photos at this stage, but 
if something happens and we cannot have our photographers as scheduled on 17 November, we will work 
something out internally so that you all still get a class and individual photo in some format.  
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We will keep in touch with you all through Facebook and Dojo as the situations and guidelines change. Once again, 
thank you for the great job you did during learning from home and for the support and understanding you continue 
to show us as we end the year and navigate through all the changes.  
 
Michele Winn 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Attendance 
All students are expected to attend school now unless they are unwell. This means students are either: 
• at school 
• at home because they are currently unwell 
• at home because they have a medical certificate which states that they are unable to return to school due to an 
ongoing medical condition 
• they have been asked by NSW Health to self-isolate 
Please NOTE: Learning-From-Home packs have now ceased. Teachers are unable to teach face-to-face and teach 
children at home at the same time. If their class have returned full time, then they are expected to return as well. 
 
Staff and students must not attend work or school if unwell, even with mild symptoms of COVID-19. Any person with 
any COVID-19 symptoms must be sent home and not return to school unless: 

• they have a negative COVID-19 test result and are symptom free or 
• they have isolated for 10 days, when no medical certificate is available. 

In circumstances where students or staff have other medical reasons for recurrent symptoms, a letter from their GP 
is sufficient to negate the requirement for a negative test. 
Where a person has previously tested positive for COVID-19, NSW Health will provide them with a medical clearance 
that allows them to return to school or work. There is no requirement for the person to produce a negative test 
result. Refer to NSW HealthExternal link for additional information including what is provided to the person in 
relation to release and recovery from COVID-19. 
 

Drop offs & Pick ups 
To ensure your child’s safety we would like to distribute students, parents and carers evenly around the entry/exit 
points for pick up and drop off. Please refer to the table below which outlines the way this will be managed here at 
Grahamstown PS. To avoid congestion at the front of the school, please consider using the back entrance and 
parking in the streets where the path has access points i.e. Burrowell Close, Bilmark Drive, Luskin Close and Bettina 
Close. In the morning, teachers will be at both gates. In Hastings Drive, please utilise the Kiss and Drop Zone quickly 
and stay in your cars where possible. Teachers will ensure your child enters the school safely. While waiting for your 
child/ren in the afternoons, please ensure that you maintain social distancing and avoid gathering in groups while 
waiting outside the gates. You must always wear a mask while waiting. Again, in Hastings Drive, you must not leave 
your car to collect your child if you are parked in the Kiss and Drop Zone. Children will be walked down to this area 
by staff. To avoid congestion, please arrive at school to collect your children as close to your allocated time as 
possible and leave immediately after collecting them. We understand that this may cause difficulty for some but 
appreciate your understanding while we endeavour to ensure the safety of all. This arrangement will be in place until 
further notice and only applies to those children who are picked up by an adult. NO child will be permitted to leave 
the school grounds unless they are in the company of an adult. If a child walks home on their own or catches the bus 
home, they will remain in class until 3pm. 
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Visitors 
Only essential visitors are allowed on school sites at this time. When dropping off or picking up your child, parents 
and carers please do not enter the school site. If your child is arriving late to school please phone the office when 
you arrive at the front gate and direct your child to the office for a late note. If you are collecting your child early 
please phone the office when you arrive at school and your child will meet you at the front gate. 
Please wear a mask and physically distance while you are waiting for your child/ren at the end of the school day. 
 

Masks and face coverings 
Masks will be mandatory for all staff and all students in Year 7 and above while they are indoors on school sites 
unless eating or exercising. Masks are strongly recommended for primary students both indoors and outdoors unless 
eating or exercising. 
 

School Cleaning 
Schools will continue to receive additional cleaning in line with advice from NSW Health. Schools have received extra 
supplies of soap, hand sanitiser, toilet paper, paper towels, disinfectant wipes and personal protective equipment. 
 

Ventilation 
Open or well-ventilated spaces reduce the  risk of COVID-19. Where possible classroom doors and windows will 
remain open and fans and air-conditioners will be set to use outside air, where possible. 
 

Canteen 
The Canteen is operating however ordering will only be available through Flexischools and will start out with a 
limited menu while we navigate being back, and work out what it looks like for us working with the restrictions in 
place for schools. For the meantime we will be swapping our reusable packaging (bowls, cups, plates , Straws) and 
using disposable, biodegradable packaging. 
 

World Teacher’s Day 
Australia will celebrate and thank the teaching profession on World 
Teachers’ Day on Friday 29 October 2021.   
 
Teachers (with support from parents and carers) have ensured education 
continues across the country this year, despite major challenges. It’s 
reinforced the significant role teachers play in the lives of children and 
students, their families, and communities. 
 
On Friday 29 October, you can say a big thank you to teachers by posting a 
photo in your sunglasses on Twitter or Facebook, either on your own or 
with family or friends. Use these tags: #BrightFuture @aitsl  
Explore photos from 2020 for inspiration: 
https://twitter.com/i/events/1320498810343231489 
 
From 14 October, help collect a million virtual apples to thank teachers across Australia at 
www.worldteachersday.edu.au. Other ideas for how parents/carers and students can get involved are included in 
this article: https://worldteachersday.edu.au/for-parents-community 
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PBL 
Each Monday all students are taught a lesson that relates to one of our PBL 
expectations. We follow the motto: Everyone, Everywhere, Every time. This 
helps our students understand what is expected of them at all times and 
ensures we have a consistent message throughout the school. If you wish to 
nominate a student for following the expectations in the community please 
email our school grahamstown-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au with your 
nomination. 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:grahamstown-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au


 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 


